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April 19, 1995

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

To Whom It May Concern:

CITY HALL, 1480 MAIN STREET

ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA 94574

(707) 963·2741

RECEIVED
MAY ,.

FCC ~'AIL ROC" r,

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

SUBJECT: RM-B577

o

The City of St. Helena has recently become aware of the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry Association's petition (RM-8577) to
have the Federal Communications Commission preempt local
governments from enforcing zoning or similar regulations
regarding telecommunication facilities. We wish to convey St.
Helena's opposition to this petition and proposed rule.

St. Helena staff is currently participating in a joint committee
with Napa County planning staff to develop Napa County general
plan policies and clear standards for siting of
telecommunications facilities. We will be involving industry
representatives and interested citizens in this development. Our
interest is to find the proper balance between the need for these
facilities and the need to protect public health, safety,
neighborhood compatibility, and scenic resources. In achieving
this balance, we will meet the desire for tower site regulations
which ensure the availability of ubiquitous, competitive and
efficient services consistent with the public interest. The
placement of telecommunication facilities in Napa County will
also impact local jurisdictions such as St. Helena.

In opposing this measure, we would like to emphasize that we
fully recognize and accept our responsibility to provide for a
full range of communications services for the public. We believe
that local government is the level most accountable to the
uniquely local concerns which arise in conjunction with facility
siting, and is best suited to ensure that sufficient choices are
available to the industry for meeting the demand for
telecommunication facilities.
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Please contact the St. Helena Planning Department at (707) 963­
2741 if the City of St. Helena can be of assistance. Thank you
in advance for your favorable consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

John L. Brown
Mayor

c: Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Diane Feinstein
Congressman Frank Riggs
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey
Acting Secretary William Caton, F.C.C.
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IMPORTANT NOnCE
TIle 11""'12.' JutI ~ u. Decid.,. ..

Sidlll CtIId 0dMIr WIr•••• C_ .
Towen aad T....-....s Could be Trualllrecl to W........ - to die FCC

We are DOtifyiq you ... a proposal to "".••t .....1IN:IIl ,."."...,.from
"".,.... 1'.IHIiJIr ...... J" ,.,.., '.... wi1h IIIpeCt to locarinl and CODStr'UCtiD&

for
.__ .. 4..-:1:":_..10_. wu.- ccw·.......... ~ua.

Currently, the Callibmia Public UtiJi1ics CommjpjOD (CPUC) issues IU&IIarity for
c.1111. utilities to c I8DIIify ficiIiti.a. but only ... eDIUI'iaa tbIt the
0IIuIar udlities have ftrst otJewi the .:...,. local permits or approvals - a way to assure
dIIt local commumty iJIues have been fully weiahed. We try hard to let cellular utilities to
... by local commUDity requirements. ReceDt.ly, the CPUC settled III inV_ptiOD of
....oximately 160 sites ofLOI ADeeles eenw. Telepkone Campay (LACTC) for $4.2
riPton. AdditioMlly. LACTC sealect III iIMMi inIo tine sita for appIoximetely
S'725,OOO for mill.. .... to 1Iae CPUC, pNI c:oasaructioa, and p6UWdiaa
cllficiellcies. GTE~ WIS aIIo reaady tiDed S343,000 for ceJJular sitiaI violations.

HoMrvwr,. Oil ..... I••"i" ceIuiIr udJities is petiDoIriDa 1he FtdIral
<A......Cc_'dcm (FCC) to pI-.pt the CPUC .. local IOY-"'- fImcti.oaI
.. your de}*DiWUl's. MoviaI jwildic:tioD to W........ is DOt empoweriDs tile .... and
it puIS local COIDIDIBIity __ before deciIioIl mac.s located tbo-wnds of miles away. The
_lIIIpdoa is _ ccmummicies IDUIt romu-ly deny parmits, but I bow of DO such iDscances.
r.o.l ccw.."uaity 1IDd~~1DoDs IOXlIiIV.mM... placellllllt of towcs lI8d
tr-eui-'s, _ winless IW\-"ice bas t.D exteDieti to coasumers. It is impoItIDt for local
~ to know about this if they are to have a voice in what bIppcDs. Enclosed are
__ details.

You should, if you've views to express, do seven! tbinp. iDclucting:
1. Coaract ....... of tile CIiifomia c.p..oaal cIIlepDon;
2. VI_ to tDt FCC Cmwi••••n [CommiMioaer bcbeUe Choaa is ftom the

seocbDe AM]; _
3. File a ror-l fllJI" or ,'ndin, witlt tile FCC.
As you may Ir.aow. die CPUC is bokIiaI iDfOllllll workIbops (aa.t workIbop in San

p"..;.o OIl March 6, 1995) OIl whIdaer tile CPUC IIaaukl bIIicIlIy ..lift '-k" its oveniPt
• local COIftIIluaities _ courts wou1cl have ultimIt8 juriJdictiOD, IDd just II that ciWoI ..
I .. (albeit without DlUCh J*'iciI*ion by CCNIJ.1ieIaMi cititI), till cellullr udli1ia iJIiti.,t
.. propoal to sid•••, loal NIl'Iit 1Dd seek PCC preemptioD- they .. to tnde-oft'
... CCWW'uaity nrriew lor a to pw tbtm-m. maximum flexibility _
.... ay c1W to a ,.,. dIeM•••1ds of miles away.

For more dejls, call Mr. DeUUoa (41S-703-1991) or Ms. YO'mpnrith (703-2088).
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